
Good News for the Fair City

We hope that  has got off to a good start for all
of our readers. It’s hard to believe that we’re two
months into the new year already!

In this month’s jam packed edition of  we
consider another very important , looking at
the true meaning of  and also speak to one of the
church’s more colourful characters, .

For those of you with a sweet tooth there’s another
to try out,  and on we find out a little bit more about
our weekly Parent and Toddlers Group, .

From  there will be a special series of
 taking place in  explaining

the true message of . Look out for more details
about this coming your way soon.

Before that we will be hosting a very special
at the end of February. The  is run by

 from Glasgow who will also be visiting a
number of schools around Perthshire. If you have children
or grandchildren, this is an event not to be missed! See the

below for more details.

As always, we’d love to hear from you, so please
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THE BIG QUESTION:

This month’s photo comes from the most unusual place
so far… the city of  in the middle eastern country
of . It was taken by one of our readers,
, on a recent, eye opening, visit at the end of last year.

The picture captures a  shining as a bright ray of
in the midst of a city which has been ravaged by  for
many years.

The  offers hope to a helpless, broken world,
because it was there that God demonstrated His great
towards us and it was there that Jesus sacrificially gave
Himself for our sins so that we might have  with God
and the  of Heaven if we trust in Him.

The  is the most widely recognised symbol of
. It is found on the walls and windows of

many church buildings, on war memorials and
gravestones. People wear it around their
necks, and even have it tattooed onto their
bodies for a variety of reasons. There’s
clearly something  about the
cross.

Crucifixion was the most horrific form of  and
used by the Romans in the first century AD.

Yet no crucifixion was ever so significant as that of
, outside the city of , at a place called .

The cross is the ultimate proof of  for a world
which has by and large turned it’s back on Him. In order to

the human race from it’s sinful state God sent
, Jesus Christ, to  for us. The cross was all part of

God’s .

The Bible says that
 and that God

God looked on as His own Son was mercilessly ,
 and  upon, crowned with  and  to

the cross. Why did God allow it to be so? The Bible explains

 When we look upon the cross we
know for certain that despite our faults and
failures, each one of us are the objects of
God’s .

Our own  against God deserves .
We must pay the  for breaking God’s law. The

purpose of the cross was that Jesus Christ could
take the punishment and pay the penalty instead of us.

At the cross Jesus acted as a  for sinners. The
Bible says

The Bible records, that for three of the six agonising hours
that Jesus  on the cross, there was  upon
the face of the earth. During this time God
gathered up the full extent of the sins of all
the world and measured out the
corresponding  which they
deserved. This judgement fell upon
Jesus during those dark and lonely
hours.

At the end of the darkness Jesus cried,  In
other words, the  of sin was fully , and the

 for sin was fully .

 after being laid in the , God  Jesus
from the dead as proof that He had  the price paid
upon the cross.

The Bible summarises these events saying,

On the basis that Jesus paid the penalty for our wrongdoings
on the cross, God is now able to  us and wipe out our
record of sin. In this way, the cross is  to

 of sin.

The  of forgiveness is made to all of us without
exception. However, to  from it, God requires us to

from our sinful behaviour and to  in the one
who loved us and who died for us, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The cross is therefore a picture of ,  and
 for those who are willing to accept Jesus Christ

as their own, personal,  and .



 PROFILE:

Name:
Colin Connell

Age:
60 (nearly!)

Home:
Pitlochry / Perth

Job:
Along with my wife,

we look after and run
Faskally House in
Pitlochry, which is a
Christian Residential

Centre.

FAMILY:
I have been married

to Alison for 31 years.
We have 3 sons (2 of
whom are married)

and a granddaughter.

The Life and Times of… Colin Connell

I was not brought up in a Christian home and so knew nothing about God. When I was  my
family moved from  to  and I became friendly with a boy in the street. We
played football together every day, but not on a Sunday because he went along to the local

. He invited me to go to the , and it was there that
I heard about the and of His wonderful . I knew that I had
done many wrong things in my life and came to understand that Jesus
died for my sin on . After attending for a few weeks I realized that
my life was not right with God and so I accepted Jesus as  and
became a Christian.

The best thing about being a Christian is knowing that every day the Lord
Jesus is with me and that I have the assurance that I am going to .
It is also very reassuring to know that our  is like an
who support and help me in many ways.

Police (non-emergency): 101
SGN (gas safety):  0800 111 999
SSE (power cut):  0800 300 999
Scottish Water (loss of supply): 0845 600 8855
P&K Council (flooding):  01738 625411
P&K Council (homelessness): 0800 917 0708
Citizens Advice Bureau:  01738 450581

The Signpost Newsletter
& Perth Gospel Hall  07584 099498

 Romans 10:13
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tin evaporated milk * caster
sugar * butter * vanilla
extract * dried sweetened
cranberries * white chocolate, chopped

 Put evaporated milk, sugar and butter into a heavy-based
saucepan  Heat slowly, stirring all the time, until  sugar has
dissolved and butter melted  Bring to boil and continue to
boil, stirring for 20 minutes. The mixture should become
thicker, and a glossy brown colour  After about twenty
minutes test mixture by dropping a little of it into a cold
glass of water - you should be able to pick it up and roll it
into a ball between your fingers  Allow the mixture to boil
for a further 5-10 minutes, stirring all the time, then allow it
to cool for 5 minutes  Beat mixture until it starts to thicken
and change texture  Add vanilla extract, cranberries and
white chocolate to mixture, pour into an 18cm square tin
and leave to set  Cut into small pieces and finally, enjoy!

Five  years ago we moved down here from  to take on the job at
, Pitlochry. The centre is used for  and
amongst other things. We’re leaving that work soon though

and will be moving into  to live. When I was young I was an enthusiastic
supporter. I also developed an interest in  - my best time was under

3 hours. I couldn't do that now! I also enjoy  and have completed the West Highland
Way 12 times. A few years ago I climbed  in Africa for charity.

I really enjoy the  on a Monday night (I still think I am one of the young ones!).
It is a great opportunity for a few of the Christian guys to play football and meet a lot of

 from the area. Win, lose or draw, the best part is having the opportunity to not only get a
can of Irn Bru at the end, but to tell the guys about our Saviour and the love that the Lord Jesus
Christ has for each of them.

The Letham Residents Association will hold their next
open meeting at  on

 in the . Everyone
will be made very welcome.



For over  now, parents and
grandparents have been bringing
their  (or should

that be little terrors?!) to Perth Gospel
Hall’s weekly !

The group is for children aged  and runs every
during school term times, from

. There is a wide selection of  to keep the children
entertained for the first half an hour, before they enjoy a

 at 10am.

After this the adults can relax and enjoy
some  and  while the kids
have fun making a . The group ends
with a few  and

 followed by a
.

The ladies who run the group are all
and they are ably supported by

some of the older ladies from the church who
help in the kitchen.

Presently about 14 to 18 adults attend the group each week
with their toddlers.  join the group regularly
throughout the year and are always made .

Children and adults love the fun and the
friendship they enjoy  at the Little Treasures
Group each week. When the toddlers
outgrow the group and  from Little
Treasures, we also run a
which they can move into.

It is absolutely  of charge to attend the
group, and although it is extremely popular
we do currently have space to squeeze in a
few more families! So if you and your
toddler would like to  and make
some , please come along!

The ladies from Perth Gospel
Hall are well known for their

 skills. In this little
 they share  of their best

loved recipes with the world!

So if you’re a budding Mary
Berry or Jamie Oliver, get in touch and claim your
copy of the Little Treasures Recipe Book today!

We give you a very warm welcome to the regular activities
at Perth Gospel Hall…

Free transport can be provided from anywhere within
Perth if necessary. Please contact us.

is edited by Gareth
Edwards and distributed by the
Christians from Perth Gospel Hall.
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