CHRISTMAS

A THREE-PART STUDY
UNCOVERING THE REAL
MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

T

here are over 300 prophecies (promises) about Jesus Christ in
the Old Testament, all of which were written hundreds of years
before He came to earth. Let’s look at 3 concerning His birth.

■ ISAIAH 7:14 - (written approximately 700BC)
"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel."
♦ This highlights Christ’s DEITY (the fact that He is God). He
would be known as Immanuel, meaning “God with us!”

■ MICAH 5:2 - (written approximately 700BC)
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among
the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will
be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from
ancient times."
♦ This highlights Christ’s HUMILITY. He would come to an
insignificant little town, rather than the capital city.

■ ISAIAH 9:6 - (written approximately 700BC)
"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace."
♦ This highlights Christ’s IDENTITY. He would be given many
titles, highlighting different aspects of His wonderful character.

1

SESSION 1: QUESTIONS
1. What is the significance of the fact that Jesus' birth,
and other aspects of His life and death, were predicted
hundreds of years before they took place?

2. According to Isaiah 7:14, the virgin birth was a sign
that Jesus was God – what other evidence did He
present during His life to point us to that conclusion?

3. Why do you think Christ came to a humble place
like Bethlehem rather than a big prestigious city like
Jerusalem?

4. Which one of Isaiah’s descriptions of Jesus
impresses you most? Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace?
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T

he circumstances surrounding the birth of Christ are recorded
in both Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels. The basic storyline is
recounted every year at Christmastime, but the details are worth
examining more closely.

■ THE PREPARATION
The angel Gabriel visits Mary (Luke 1:26-56) and Joseph (Matthew
1:18-25) separately, explaining that, despite being a virgin, Mary
would conceive through the Holy Spirit and bear a child who
should be named Jesus.

■ THE PLACE
Joseph and a heavily pregnant Mary travel from Nazareth to
Bethlehem to fulfil the requirements of a national census. While
they are there the child is born and laid in a manger, because there
is no room for them in the local inn (Luke 2:1-7).

■ THE PEOPLE
A group of local shepherds come to visit after being notified of
Jesus’ birth by angels who appeared to them in the night sky (Luke
2:8-20). Some time later, wise men from the east follow a star to
where the child is, and come to worship Him, bringing with them
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh (Matthew 2:1-11).
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SESSION 2: QUESTIONS
1. Why was the virgin birth so important?

2. There was no room for Jesus in Bethlehem – do you
think people have much room for Him in their lives
today?

3. The good news the angels announced to the
shepherds was that a “Saviour” had been born – why
was this good news?

4. When the wise men arrived and saw the child, they
“worshipped Him” – why did He deserve their worship
and why does He deserve ours too?
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W

hy did Jesus come to earth anyway? What was the plan
He came to fulfil? And how does it all affect us 2,000
years on?

■ HE CAME TO REVEAL
Jesus Christ came to reveal God to us in a way that we could
understand. “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son…
has made him known” (John 1:18). Jesus was “the visible
expression of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). As was
announced in one of the prophecies about His birth, He was
“Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us’” (Matthew 1:23).

■ HE CAME TO RESCUE
Jesus Christ came into the world on a rescue mission “to save
those who are lost” (Matthew 18:11). When He was born they
called Him Jesus “because He will save His people from their sins”
(Matthew 1:21). God’s plan of salvation which Jesus came to fulfil
would ultimately involve Him suffering for sin on a cross, dying,
and rising again on the third day.

■ HE CAME TO RESTORE
Jesus Christ came to restore people to a life-changing, personal
relationship with the God who made them. He came that people
might “have life in all its fulness” (John 10:10). Jesus said “I am
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father,
except through me” (John 14:6).
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SESSION 3: QUESTIONS
1. When we look at the life and character of Jesus,
what do we learn about God?

2. Jesus' birth was enough to save us from our sins True or False?

3. How can we start a relationship with God today?

4. In 2 Corinthians 9:15 Jesus is described as God’s
“gift too wonderful for words” – why is Jesus the best
gift anyone could receive this Christmas?
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CHRISTMAS

UNWRAPPED

“I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.
For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour,
who is Christ the Lord!”
- LUKE 2:10-11 -

